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such a host of self-made men. They are to be
seen in every walk of life, in the Church, the
army, the universities, the studios of artists, the
French Institute, and the most eminent positions
of the land. It has been as easy for poor young
Brunetiere to become the greatest critic of
France as for the tanner boy, Felix Faure, to
become its president. The road to distinction,
through labour and personal worth, has never
been wider, though in it, as before, are also
the time-servers and politicians who find greater
chances for the use of their peculiar talents.

The fundamental working principle of political
life has been also modified. Men do not look
up as before to State officials, but State officials
look up to them. The functionary is at every
point concerned with the opinions of the
masses, often more than with that of his chiefs.
While in former days dealers went to great cen-
tres to buy their goods and now drummers bring
their wares to the merchant, at the present time
government agents serve the citizen in his vil-
lage or in his hamlet. The villager no longer
goes to the county-seat to pay his taxes, but the
tax-collector comes to him. Schools, post-offices,
telegraphs and telephones, police headquarters,
justices of peace, hospitals, and kindred institu-
tions are where men are. To the government